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A LEVEL CRIMINOLOGY

WELCOME TO CRIMINOLOGY — UNIT 1 & UNIT 2

WHAT IS
CRIMINOLOGY?

Criminology is the study of:
Crime
Criminal behaviour
Victims of crime
Why people commit crime
How society responds
to crime

The criminal justice
systam
CRIME ScEy e
=maNOT CRoss
UNIT 1 - CHANGING
AWARENESS OF CRIME

westigate:

erent types of crime

inology helps you:
Understand why crime happens
Explore real criminal cases

Investigate crime from
different perspectives

Develop analytical and
investigative skills

Evaluate evidence and theories
Understand the criminal
justice system

Prepare for careers linked to
law, policing and social justice

WHERE CAN
IT LEAD?

UNIVERSITY COURSES

Criminology
Criminology & Psychology
Sociology

Criminal Justice
Social Work
Psychology

e APPRENTICESHIPS

 Police Constable Degree Apprenticeship
 Probation Services
 Youth Justice

o Public Services

Why some crimes go unreported
Crime statistics

Media representations of crime
Campaigns for change

Civil Service

6 CAREERS

« Police Officer  Forensic Psychologist
o Lawyer  Prison Officer

UNIT 2 - CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORIES
Touwhsplre: Criminology combines:
 Criminal and deviant behaviour

Biological explanations of crime

 Criminal Investigator | o Crime Journalist
 Probation Officer Crown Prosecution
Psychological explanations of crime S
Law

:Sumolegwcslexp\analzonsoicrwme Psychology Sociology  Media
SKILLS YOU WILL DEVELOP

Crime prevention and policy Studies

COMMUNICATION INDEPENDENT REPORT
LEARNING WRITING

‘This makes it an exciting and
highly relevant Level 3 qualification.

CRITICAL
THINKING

ANALYSIS EVALUATION RESEARCH

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this transition booklet is to help you
prepare for A Level Criminology by:

Why have you chosen Criminology?

Developing an understanding of crime and
criminal behaviour.

Exploring theories that explain offending. What are you most looking forward to studying?
Building analytical and evaluation skills.

Understanding how crime affects individuals
and society.

Preparing for independent Sixth Form study.
Based on the WIEC Applied Certifcate in Criminology Units 1 and 2.
ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BRING THIS

COMPLETED BOOKLET TO THEIR FIRST LESSON
IN SEPTEMBER.
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UNIT 1: CHANGING AWARENESS OF CRIME

RESEARCH TASK - CASE STUDY INVESTIGATION

CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR

A deviant act breaks social
norms but may not break
the law.

A criminal act breaks the law.

i

Shoplifting

EXAMPLES:
Theft
Assault
Drug trafficking

-

EXAMPLES:

@ Extreme body modification

O

(]
o

Unusual clothing

Refusing social
expectations

Public drunkenness

KEY QUESTION
Can an act be:

[ Criminal

only?

([ Deviant

(7] Bother
only?

and deviant?

Give an example for each:

Criminal only:

Deviant only:

Both criminal and deviant:

° KNOWLEDGE CHECK

Match the term to the correct definition.

Q cime

© oevionce
© Formal sncien

@ informal Sanction

Def Definitions:

Is this:

A. Punishment

by law () criminal?

] Deviant?

(7] Both?

. Breaking a
social norm

. Breaking a law

disapproval

ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BRING THIS
CCOMPLETED BOOKLET TO THEIR FIRST LESSON
IN SEPTEMBER.

Choose ONE real.

Explain your answer.

e example to investigate:

&
Protest
Activity

7

4
Another

(please state)

Drug
Possession

Vandalism Fare

Evasion

What happened?

Was the behaviour criminal? Why?

Was the behaviour deviant? Why?

Would people in another country view it differently?

@ APPLICATION QUESTION 0 STRETCH CHALLENGE

Scenario: A student skips school
and lies to their parents.

THE GREY AREA DEBATE

Research ONE example where opinions differ.

Examples: lllegal drug use, euthanasia,
protest movements, graffiti, piracy.

% Why some people think it is criminal
* Why some people think it

acceptable

* My judgement
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STEPHEN: THE MURDER THAT CHANGED A NATION
EXTENDED WRITING TASK

After watching all three episodes of Stephen: The Murder That Changed a Nation, WATCH THE SERIES HERE:
complete the following extended writing task. https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=iFuniaRZnRM

o ABOUT THE CASE f EXTENDED WRITING QUESTION

In April 1993, Stephen Lawrence was 4 9 A
e P i o e Using evidence from all three episodes, analyse how

London. the Stephen Lawrence case highlights the importance of
The investigation that followed became an effective criminal justice system.

one of the most significant criminal cases
in British history and exposed serious
failings within the criminal justice system. The role of the police investigation.

In your answer, you should consider:

The case led to national changes in How evidence was gathered and used.

policing, including the Macpherson Barriers to achieving justice.
Report, which highlighted the impact of ' b Er i inall e
it ra: Institutional racism and its impact on criminal investigations.

The role of the courts and legal system.
STEPHEN The long-term impact of the case on criminal justice

»/ LAWRENCE

policy and practice.

Rest in Power.
1974 - 1993

° HOW TO WATCH

Watch all three episodes carefully.

Take notes on key events, people,
res and lessons.

Use your notes and understanding

to complete the extended writing
task on this page.

KEY REMINDERS

The police have a duty to investigate
fairly, thoroughly and without bias.

Evidence must be collected, handled
and used properly.

Everyone has the right to a fair trial
and access to justice.

&8 Siminstn and bias undermine
trust in the criminal justice system.

o WHY THIS MATTERS STRETCH CHALLENGE
N How has the criminal justice system changed since the Stephen Lawrence
@ ‘t f\ case? Research one change or reform introduced as a result of the case
= and explain how it aims to prevent similar failures in the future.

BULDING TRUST  FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE FOR STRONGER
IN POLICING EQUALITY AL COMMUNITIES

/\ ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO COMPLETE THIS TASK
( AAND BRING IT TO THEIR FIRST LESSON IN SEPTEMBER. PARK HALL SIXTH FORM
‘This activity will be reviewed and discussed during the first wet STEPPING UP FROM GCSE TO LEVEL 3





