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SIXTH FORM STEPPING

FROM TO A LEVEL

A LEVEL POLITICS
UK GOVERNMENT

WHO RUNS BRITAIN?
WELCOME TO UK GOVERNMENT

The UK Government is responsible for running the country and making key
decisions about taxation, education, healthcare, defence and the economy.

Power in Britain is shared between several important institutions. The Prime
Minister leads the government, the Cabinet helps make major decisions,
Parliament makes and scrutinises laws and the Supreme Court interprets the
law and protects constitutional principles.

A Level Politics explores how these institutions interact and debates which
institution is most powerful.

THE KEY INSTITUTIONS OF UK GOVERNMENT

PRIME MINISTER PARLIAMENT

SUPREME COURT

S .

T Head of Government Senior Government Ministers | | =] House of Commons Highest court in the UK
S + Runs government departments B House of Lords u A4

+ Chooses ministers « Helps make policy + Makes laws .

+ Conducts Judicial Review

+ Protects constitutional
principles

+ Independent from
government

+ Sets government priorities + Coordinates government activity

+ Represents Britain « Advises the Prime Minister
internationally

+ Scrutinises government
+ Represents citizens
+ Debates public issues

# STEP 2 - RESPOND HOW A LAW IS MADE
FLOW DIAGRAM TASK
MATCH THE POWER TO THE INSTITUTION u'—a“}‘
! evermmnt propose
Prime Y . suprome {18 P
Jfrime | Cablnet | Parlament | SUErOT S —
| Makes laws [m] o o o Second Reading
T 0 0 O o e (
Interprets aw [u] [u] [u] o ——— 1
s -
[Chooses minitrs 0 0 0 ] == i
| .Shootes g LE = 2 = Thed Reoding
Scrutinises government a [m] [m] o
Conducts Judicial Review a a [m] ) =3t
ot Parlament
& —
BRI WHO IS MOST POWERFULL?
PRIME MINISTER PARLIAMENT SUPREME COURT e o ek e e
Arguments For: @ || Aroumentsor Arguments For. Prime Minister?
- Contrls Cabinet [ R + Jucicial Review ) ar &
- Setsagenda + Holds government accountable + Interprets lagislation Wil erann
+ Uses party discpline « Raprosents the people + Protects rights Wete approximately 150 words and
justfy your answer.

THINK POLITICALLY!
=l

111 m a Qﬂ GB

EXECUTIVE LEGISLATURE JUDICIARY ACCOUNTABILITY CONSTITUTION DEMOCRACY
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A LEVEL FROM GCSE TO A LEVEL

STEPPING

A LEVEL POLITICS

UNDERSTANDING THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM
WELCOME TO USA POLITICS

The United States has one of the most influential political systems in the world.
Like the UK, it is a democracy, but its institutions operate in very different ways.

The American system is based upon a written Constitution, federal government
and a strict separation of powers between the President, Congress and
the Supreme Court.

A Level Politics explores how power is distributed in the USA and
compares the American political system with that of the United Kingdom.

SUPREME COURT

m Highest Court in the USA

« Interprets the Constitution

PRESIDENT
Head of State and
Head of Government

« Leads the Executive Branch

House of Representatives
Senate

« Makes laws « Written Constitution

« Separation of Powers.

« Commander-in-Chief « Scrutinises the President « Judicial Review

« Checkts and Balances
« Bill of Rights

« Signs legislation + Approves budgets « Protects constitutional rights

« Conducts foreign policy « Declares war * Independent judiciary

LGRS0 UK PRIME MINISTER VS US PRESIDENT INVESTIGATION TASK
Research and complete notes on the key institutions of the USA.

Feature | US President — conchEs 3
How elected? |
T
| J

Head of State?

Head of Government? SUPREME COURT
Length of term |

Can make laws?

CONSTITUTION

@@ 5P 3 - THINK CRiTICALLY JOMMSSERVILERIIVLENERN o' ANALYTICAL TASK
g

Why do some people argue that the US President is more powerful
UK PRIME MINISTER US PRESIDENT than the UK Prime Minister?
Arguments For: Write approximately 200 words.

Arguments For:
« Controls Cabinet
« Usually controls Parfiament &

+ Commander-in-Chief

+ Veto power
+ Executive Orders

« Party discipline
+ Global leadership role

—]

THINK POLITICALLY'V

PRESIDENCY CONGRESS SUPREME COURT CONSTITUTION | CHECKS AND BALANCES DEMOCRACY

INDERSTAND POWER. QUESTION EVERYTHING. SHAPE THE FUTURI
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WRITING DEVELOPMENT

THINK LIKE AN EXAMINER

STEP 1 - LEARN MASTER THE

THREE ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

AO1 - KNOWLEDGE
WHAT?

Facts SENTENCE STARTERS

Akey feature s..

-_—
T Examples 3

& T

An example ofthis is...

According to.

This idea was
developed by.

One reason for this is...

AO2 - ANALYSIS AO3 - EVALUATION
WHY DOES IT MATTER? HOW CONVINCING IS IT?
Explanation SENIE CERTARERS EIA Judgement | SENTENCE STARTERS
« This is important + However.
Q Analysis B n Debate + On the other hand...
+ Consequently.
QO Cause and + Therefore. T et I
Effect o This demonstrates R Viewpoints * Overall.
J that. + In contrast..
Al sonibence o @ Condusions |+ sronger
+ This suggeststhat argument .

!
| 2o WHAT EXAMINERS WANT

|| Aot Knowledge

and examples

AO2 | Explanation

and analysis

AQ3 | Evaluation

and judgement

)
#° STEP 2- RESPOND THINK LIKE AN EXAMINER E[ EXAMINER CHECKLIST

STUDENT EXAMPLE Have | used politcal examples?
Have | explained why they matter?

Have | analysed significance?

ooooo

Have | reached a judgement?

Have | considered another viewpoint?

STEP 3 - THINK CRITICALLY ‘ m

‘ CRITICAL THINKING CHALLENGE

Read a politcal article form:

5= (o
| ® s

The Guardian
Identify:
1. Whatis the main argument?

2. What ovidence is used?

| 3 W i s

1S DEMOCRACY THE BEST FORM OF GOVERNMENT?

Research the question:
“Is democracy the best form of government?”

Write approximately 300 words using:
@ AO1 Knowledge

© AO2 Analysis

@ AO3 Evaluation

4 Whatis yourjudgement?
L s i
THINK POLITICALLY!
o fiil
\ 1l
Aot A02 A03 DEBATE | CRITICAL POLITICAL
KNOWLEDGE ANALYSIS EVALUATION THINKING JUDGEMENT
UNDERSTAND POWER. QUESTION EVERYTHING. SHAPE THE FUTURE.
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FROM GCSE TO A LEVEL

UNDERSTAND POWER, QUESTION EVERYTHING. SHAPE THE FUTURE. b«%

POLITICS IS
ABOUT PEOPLE,
POWER AND
CHOICE!

WELCOME TO A LEVEL POLITICS!

Politics is about power, ideas and decisions.

DIFFERENT VIEWS
ARE NORMAL.
GOOD ARGUMENTS
ARE ESSENTIAL!

It affects every part of our lives.

On this course you will explore how

governments work, why people disagree

and how political ideas shape the world.

Get ready to think critcally, debate boldly

and make your voice heard,

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this transition booklet is to boost your readiness for A Level Politics by:

Developing your curiosity Understanding that Developing your p
about power, government Politics is about debate voice using evidence and
and democracy. and competing reasoned argument.
viewpoints.

*x RE

ND RESPOND

STEP 1 - LEARN

WHAT IS POLITICS? Identify the three most important ideas from the reading.
Politics affects almost every part of our lives. It influences "
how much tax we pay, how schools are funded, how the NHS i)

operates, what laws are passed and how countries respond
to global challenges.

At its simplest, politics is about power — who has it, iy
how they use it and who benefits from the decisions

that are made.

Some people believe politics should create greater equality,
while others believe it should protect individual freedom. i)
Some want governments to intervene more in society and

the economy, while others prefer governments to
intervene less. These disagreements are what make politics
both important and controversial.

Politics also involves debate, evidence and judgement.
Rarely is there one correct answer to a political problem. STEP 3 - THINK CRITICALLY! °

icis li i e
Instead, politicians, voters and political thinkers often ISR e irhon® oTn ides Miohre hot

disagree about the best solution. A Level Politics explores

these competing viewpoints and helps students develop interested in politics.
the knowledge and skills needed to evaluate them. To what extent do you agree?
Write approximately 150 words.

Studying Politics will help you understand how governments
work, why people vote the way they do, how political ideas
shape society and why different countries organise power

in different ways.

THINK Pg.lTICALLY!. A
2 | i

DEFEND WITH
EVIDENCE

UNDERSTAND
POWER

UNDERSTAND
'DEMOCRACY
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POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES

READ AND RESPOND

Politics is shaped by different ideas about how society should be organised.
The three main ideologies you will study at A Level are Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism.

LIBERALISM o

CONSERVATISM

onservatives believe in preserving
traditions and institutions that have
stood the test of time. They value

order, stability and responsibility.

They believe society is made up of
different groups with different roles

and that hierarchy is natural and
necessary. Change should happen |
gradually, not through sudden or

radical reforms. Conservatives ‘
support a mixed economy where
markets and private enterprise play ‘
a key role, but accept that the state

has a part to play in providing

essential services and protecting ‘
the most vulnerable.

Liberals believe in individual freedom
and equal rights for all. They argue that
everyone should have the freedom to
make their own choices as long as they
do not harm others. They believe in
equality before the law and equal
opportunity for everyone. Liberals

| support democracy, the rule of law and
human rights. In the economy, liberals
favour free markets and private
enterprise but believe the state should

. intervene to correct market failures and
reduce inequality. They support policies
such as education, healthcare and social
welfare to ensure a fairer society.

L B

SOCIALISM 0

ocialists believe that society should
be based on equality and cooperation,
not competition. They argue that
wealth and resources are controlled
by a small minority under capitalism,
which leads to inequality and
exploitation. Socialists believe the
means of production (such as
factories, land and energy) should

be owned collectively or by the state
for the benefit of all. They support
redistribution of wealth and strong
public services. Their goal is a fairer,
more equal society where everyone
has their needs met.

@ STEP 1 - IDENTIFY

Identify the main belief of each ideology
in one clear sentence.

6 STEP 2 - COMPLETE

Ideology

Complete the table below to show how
each ideology views society, the economy
and human nature.

Human

Society Nature

Economy

@

Conservatism

Q Liberalism:
@ Socialism:

)

Liberalism

&)

Socialism

Q STEP 3 - THINK CRITICALLY

Which ideology do you find most
convincing? Why?
Write approximately 150 words.

~ THINK POLITICALLY!

Why do different
ideologies disagree?

qe

Can ideas shape
a better society?

(]

How do these ideas
affect your life?
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UNDERSTANDING ELECTIONS, PARTIES AND VOTING

WELCOME TO UK POLITICS

Politics in the UK is based upon representative democracy.
(MPs) who represent them in the House of Commons.

izens elect Members of Parliament

Political parties compete for power by offering different ideas, policies and solutions to the
challenges facing the country.

At A Level Politics you will study elections, voting behaviour, political parties and the factors that
influence political outcomes. Understanding why people vote the way they do is essential to
understanding modern British politics.

THE MAIN UK POLITICAL PARTIES

LABOUR CONSERVATIVE PARTY REFORM UK

Current Leader: Rishi Sunak Current Leader: Nigel Farage

Current Leader: Keir Starmer

Centre-left political position

Centre-right political position Right-wing political position
NHS investment Lower taxation ) Immigration control
Workers' rights Free market economy Political reform
Public services Law and order Tax reduction

Strong defence Criticism of Net Zero

Economic growth
policies

PIGTIETT)  PARTY PROFILE TASK
‘Complete the table below.
= z

Labour

Conservatives

Reform UK

|
WHY DO PEOPLE VOTE DIFERENTLY? Voting behaviour has changed over
REERRMULLSCUEERD) peopic are nfluenced by many factors including: ‘ time, with traditional class voting
| becoming weaker and factors such
m O ai00 |

as age, education and political
identity becoming increasingly

Family Economic Age Region Media Party Social Current
background issues influence leaders  media events

important.
[T LRI @  Why do different people vote for different political parties?

Write approximately 150 words.

THINK POLITICALLY!

2 O @ o

DEMOCRACY ELECTIONS POLITICAL PARTIES MEDIA VOTING BEHAVIOUR | REPRESENTATION





